The Bloody Assize
the early Christians, and following their chosen religion was
a dangerous pursuit at any time. The three witnesses who
were called were prisoners taken at Keynsham where Hicks
was living, and if they said true, he had praised Monmouth
and spoken evil of the Duke of York, but Alice Lisle could
have known nothing of it. Her defence had best be given
in her own words.
Mrs Lisle. My Lord, that which I have to say to it is
this: I knew of nobody's coming to my house but Mr Hicks,
and for him I was informed that he did abscond, by reason
of warrants that were out against him for preaching in
private meetings, but I never heard that he was in the army,
nor that Nelthorpe was to come with him ; and for that
reason it was that I sent to him to come by night: but for
the other man Nelthorpe, I never knew it was Nelthorpe.
I could die upon it, nor did not know what name he had,
till after he came into my house ; but as for Mr Hicks I did
not in the least suspect him to have been in the army, being
a Presbyterian minister that used to preach and not to fight*
L.C.J. But I will tell you there is not one of these
lying, snivelling, canting Presbyterian rascals, but one way or
other had a hand in the late horrid conspiracy and rebellion;
upon my conscience I believe it, and would have been as
deep in the actual rebellion, had it any little success, as that
other fellow Hicks; their principles carry them to it,   Pres-
bytery has all manner of villainy in it, nothing but Pres-
bytery could lead that fellow Dunne to tell so many lies
as he has here told, for show me a Presbyterian and I will
engage to show a lying knave.
Mrs Lisle. My Lord, I abhorred both the principles
and practices of the late rebellion.
L.C.J. I am sure you had great reason for it.
Mrs Lisle. Besides, my Lord, I should have been the
most ungrateful person living should I have been disloyal,
or acted anything against the present King, considering how
much I was obliged to him for my estate.
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